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Education

2015 PhD in Higher Education Privatization Policies at the University
of Melbourne, Melbourne Graduate School of Education,

Australia.
2010 Master’s degree in International Education Policy at the

University of Melbourne, Melbourne Graduate School of

Education, Australia.
2005 Bachelor’s degree in Education — Mathematics from College of
Basic Education (PAAET) — Distinction with Honour Major:

Mathematics and Science.

Work Experience

2018 President of the Gulf Comparative Education Society,
RAK-UAE.

2016 Vice President of the Gulf Comparative Education Society
(GCES) — At RAK United Arab Emirates.

2015 Assistant Professor at the department of Educational
foundations & Administration- College of Basic Education
-PAAET- Kuwait.
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2009

2005

Scholarship Candidate - Post Graduate student sponsored
by the College of Education - PAAET at the University of
Melbourne - Australia.

Mathematics Primary School Teacher at the Ministry of

Education-Kuwait, Grades 1 to 5.

Conferences and Courses

Nov, 2021, Presenter. Al-Asfour, A. & Ridge, N., The Gulf
Comparative Education Society (GCES) at the 4th WCCES
Symposium, Theme: Values Education and Emotional Learning:
Broader Implications for Holistic Curriculum & Schooling during and
beyond the COVID-19 Pandemic (Virtually through Zoom).

Nov, 2021, Organiser. 4th WCCES Symposium, Theme: Values
Education and Emotional Learning: Broader Implications for Holistic
Curriculum & Schooling during and beyond the COVID-19 Pandemic
(Virtually through Zoom).

April, 2021, Participant, The 65th Annual Conference of the
Comeparative and International Education Society (vCIES), Social
Responsibility Within Changing Contexts, coordinators at University
of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, USA.

March, 2021, Organizer, The Ninth Biannual Conference of The Gulf
Comparative Education Society VGCES 2021: Rethinking Educational
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Reform in the GCC: Reflecting on the Past to inform the Future,
Kuwait.

March, 2020, Participant, The 64th Annual Conference of the
Comeparative and International Education Society (CIES), vCIES 2020
Education Beyond The Human, Miami, USA.

Dec, 2020, Participant, The Seventh Annual Gulf Studies Forum:
Sovereign Wealth Funds and Investment Policies of the GCC States,
the Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies (ACRPS)- Doha,
Qatar (virtual).

Dec, 2018, Participant, The Fifth Annual Gulf Studies Forum: Social
Transformations in the Gulf Countries: Identity and Values, the Arab
Center for Research and Policy Studies (ACRPS), -Doha, Qatar.
April, 2018, Participant, The Eighth Gulf Comparative Education
Symposium (GCES): Public, Private, and Philanthropy: Exploring the
Impact of New Actors on Education in the GCC, Hosted by the Al
Qasimi Foundation, at the Hilton Garden Inn in Ras Al Khaimah,
UAE.

Dec, 2017, Participant, The Fourth Annual Gulf Studies Forum: The
Gulf Crisis: Regional and International Dynamics and the Role of the
Media, the Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies (ACRPS)-
Doha, Qatar.
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Dec, 2016, Participant, The Third Annual Gulf Studies Forum:
Regional and Global Challenges Facing the Gulf Cooperation Council,
in addition to the special theme selected this year: Economic
Diversification within the GCC, the Arab Center for Research and
Policy Studies (ACRP)- Doha, Qatar.

Nov, 2016, Participant, The 4th International Conference of the
College of Education Program, Academic Accreditation: The Road To
Sustainable Quality Education, Sultan Qaboos University (SQU),
Sultanate of Oman, Muscat.

April, 2016, Participant, The Seventh Annual GCES Symposium:
Innovation and Transformation: Values, Challenges, and Prospects for
Education in the GCC, Arab Open University - Kuwait Branch.

Dec, 2015, Participant, The Second Annual Gulf Studies Forum:
Education and its Challenges in the GCC States; and the Security and
International Relations of the Gulf States, the Arab Center for
Research and Policy Studies (ACRPS), in Doha, Qatar.

Dec, 2015, Al-Asfour, A., Privatization Policies and Higher Education
Pressures in Kuwait. the Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies
(ACRPS). Gulf Studies Forum,Doha.

2015, Al-Asfour, A., Globalization, the State and Privatization

Policies, in workshop titled ‘Building Institutional Process of socio-
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politics in the Gulf” in 2015 Gulf Research Meeting, Gulf Research
Centre Cambridge.

e Dec, 2014, Participant, The First Annual Gulf Studies Forum, The
GCC Countries: Politics and Economics in Light of Regional and
International Shifts and Changes, the Arab Center for Research and
Policy Studies (ACRPS)- Doha, Qatar .

e April, 2014, Al-Asfour, A., Privatization of Higher Education in the
State of Kuwait: A study in the processes of policy production, the
Gulf Comparative Education Society (GCES), Dubai.

¢ Nov, 2014, Al-Asfour, A., Kim, D. and Bolinger, S., 2014,

Globalization and Higher Education Reforms in South Korea, Kuwait,

and Vietnam, the Asia Pacific Educational Research Association
International (APERA) conference, Hong Kong.

e April, 2014, Participant, The Fifth Annual GCES Symposium:
Locating the National in the International: Comparative Perspectives
on Language, Identity, Policy, and Practice, Dubai Women’s College,
Higher Colleges of Technology- Dubai, United Arab Emirates.

Publications

PhD Dissertation
Al-Asfour, A. (2015). Higher Education Privatization in Kuwait: A Study in

the Processes of Policy Production. University of Melbourne, Melbourne
Graduate School of Education (MGSE),
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Books &Book Chapters
» Aleisa, E., Al-Asfour, A., Alkandari, A., Alhashem, F., Alfailakawi, A.,

Alhouti, I., & Almahmeed, Y. (2021). From here we shall set sail: A

national initiative to reform and advance education in Kuwait (Arabic)
(First ed.). https://fromherewesail.com/

« Al-Asfour, A. 2019. Higher Education Privatization in Kuwait: A Study in
the Processes of Policy Production. Bern, Switzerland: Peter Lang D.
Retrieved May 23, 2019, https://www.peterlang.com/view/title/68626

» Al-Asfour, A. 2016, ‘Privatization Policies and The Growing Students’
demand Pressure for HE in Kuwait’ pp. 365-394. in Education Issues and
Challenges in the GCC Countries, Arab Center for Research and Policy
Studies, Doha.

» Al-Asfour, A. 2016, ‘Higher education privatization in Kuwait: global
influence on national policy decision’, in Education Policy; Mapping the

landscape and scope. pp.71-96, Peter Lang, Frankfurt.

Avrticles
 Al-Asfour, A. 2019. Higher Education Systems and Institutions,
Kuwait. In Teixeira P. & S. J. (Eds.), Encyclopedia of
International Higher Education Systems and Institutions. pp. 1-
5, Dordrecht: Springer Netherlands.
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https://link.springer.com/referenceworkentry/10.1007%2F978-
94-017-9553-1 482-1.

» Al-Asfour, A. 2017, ‘Teacher preparation programs in Kuwait:
A profile comparative analyses. World VVoices Nexus: The
WCCES Chronicle, Vol. 1 No. 1 Oct. 2017.
https://www.worldcces.org/article-3-by-alasfour/teacher-

preparation-programs-in-kuwait-a-profile-comparative-analysis.
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